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They speak for themselves 


NAL 


Voltaire, the French atheist, once said: “It 
took 12 ignorant fishermen to establish Chris- 
tianity. | will show the world how one French- 
man can destroy it.” And taking pen, he dipped 
it into the ink of unbelief and wrote against 
God’s Word and Christianity. When he had 
heen dead 25 years, the Geneva Bible Society 
purchased his home for a Bible: storage build- 
ing and opened a printing press, using his press, 
machinery to print an entire edition of the 


Bible. 


Robert Ingersoll, “the Great Agnostic,” said 
that Christianity would not survive him by more 
than 25 years. Said he: “Twenty-five years after 
Iam dead there will not be a church in the 
land.” He died in 1899. 


Adolph Hitler wrote his boast thus: “Nothing 
will prevent me from tearing up Christianity, 
toot and branch ... ” 
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Thomas Hobbes, when he lay dying, said: “I 
am taking a fearful leap into the dark!” He was 


an infidel throughout his life. 


Edward Gibbon, English historian and mem- 
ber of parliament, famous for his Decline And 
Fall Of The Roman Empire, was, however, 2 
noted atheist. Just before he died he said: “All 


is dark.” 


Mirabeau, the French revolutionist and Ja- 
cobite, held no room for Christ in his life, but 
when dying pleaded: “Give me more lauda- 


naum. I don’t want to think of eternity.” 


Jesus Christ. the Man whom all these rejected, 
said (and says): “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but 


have everlasting life.” 
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Sir: 

In his attractively written ar- 
ticle “Jesus Christ—He Is Lord 
Of All” which appeared in a re- 
cent issue of The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal (October 24, 
1951) Dr. Wm. C. Robinson men- 
tions the “Basel theologians” as 
those who “have sought also to 
present Christ as Lord of history.” 
A few sentences later he names 
Westminster Theological Semi- 
nary and honors me in particular 
by mentioning my name as one 
who insists “that there are no 
facts unknown to God and that 
our business is to think God’s 
thoughts after Him.” 


However, the impression given 
is that the work of Westminster 
is really complimentary to that of 
the Basel theologians (at least 
with respect to the Lordship of 
Christ), and this is a position with 
which I cannot possibly agree. 
Westminster Theological Semi- 
nary is committed to the d.fense 
and propagation of the Gospel, the 
historic Reformed Faith as set 
forth in the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith. The Basel theolo- 
gians (Karl Barth and others) are 
not concerned to present the his- 
toric Reformed Faith but some- 
thing entirely different. 


My objection to these theolo- 
gians is not that they are unsound 
on merely a few points and sound 
on the rest. My objection to them 
is that they are unsound all down 
the line. Their writings are based 
upon an underlying philosophical 
position which is diametrically 
opposed to historic, orthodox 
Christianity. The Christ which 
they present, therefore, is not the 
Christ of New Testament Faith, 
but a Christ who is only the crea- 
tion of the human mind. 


EDWARD J. YOUNG 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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@ See editorial this issue, “Christ 
Is Preached: Therein I Rejoice, Yea 
And Will Rejoice.” —Ed, 


Sir: 

In the issue of Oct. 31, an open 
letter from an unnamed corres- 
pondent states, “You appear to 
think Christianity to consist in 
the acceptance as true of certain 
facts ... Saving faith is not the 
acceptance of facts, historical or 
theological.” 

By an interesting coincidence I 
then turned to study the Sunday 
School lesson for Nov. 11. In the 
Adult Uniform Lessons Dr. 
Holmes Ralston writes on p. 60, 
“When God gives the Ten Com- 
mandments to Israel, they are 
prefaced with the statement: I 
am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bond- 
age. If you will take a concord- 
ance and follow this expression 
through the Bible, you will find 
that it occurs constantly as a rev- 
elation from God.” 

Thank God that he _ reveals 
himself, not only in words, but 
also in facts, redemptive facts. 
What God does the unnamed cor- 
respondent worship, if not the 
God who foreordained and exe- 
cuted the facts of the Bible? 

GORDON H. CLARK, PH.D. 


Butler University 
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. 


A Question On 
The Tithe 


Nov. 4, 1951. 
Dear Doctor: 

Not being a theologian and not 
knowing much about the Bible, I 
need help in my office as Elder. I 
am asked many puzzling ques- 
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tions. Please tell me how to an- 
swer the following: Why did Paul 
never use the word tithe in any- 
thing that he wrote to which he 
affixed his name? 


I hate to bother you with this, 
but felt emboldened thereto when 
I read your letter on tithing in 
The Journal. 


Yours in faith, 
AN ELDER. 


REPLY 
Nov. 17, 1951. 


My dear 


You ask why Paul never used 
the word “tithe” in his writings. 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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EDI TORIAL 
Ecumania 


In his lectures on Christian Unity at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago last month Dr. Charles Clayton 
Morrison, contributing editor of The Christian 
Century, said that the denominational system fails 
at nine points: “It is shamefully wasteful of human 
and material resources, immeasurably weakens the 
Christian missions movement abroad, frustrates the 
social expression of Christianity, embarrasses the 
Church before the nonchurch public at home, erects 
barriers to the free ow of Christian thought, breeds 
moral insincerity in clergy and laity, bemeans the 
dignity of the office of the minister, and denies to 
the local Church its Christian birthright.” 


‘Those are strong statements and they demand 
clear thinking and straight from the shoulder an- 
swers. Is the denominational system guilty of the 
strictures mentioned above? We think not. The 


_ regimentation in Christian work envisioned by the 


ecumenical movement will as surely bring about a 
revolt and a protest as did the regimentation and the 
corruption of the Roman Church in Luther’s time. 


Dr. Morrison would force all groups and all de- 
nominations into one great organization with a hier- 
archy which would dictate and rule as ruthlessly as 
the Church of Rome ever dreamed of. This spirit of 
ruthless oppression of the opposition is in evidence 
on every hand today. It is found in all denomina- 
tions where power is centralized in the hands of 
those committed to the ecumenical movement. We 
have heard again and again of men being asked their 
views on church union and their answer determined 
whether the powers controlling a call permitted its 
being extended. 


But, our objections to Dr. Morrison’s remarks 


are primarily along another line. Church history 
will show that Christianity has power in its witness 
and has made progress at home and abroad when it 
has had strong beliefs and is willing to state them. 
The inherent weakness in the ecumenical movement, 
and the one which will surely destroy its effective- 
ness is that it plays down beliefs for the sake of out- 
ward organization. 


It is these emphases on doctrinal matters which 
have made the denominations a power and a blessing 
in past generations. When, on the other hand, de- 
nominations have been willing to compromise doc- 
trinal integrity for organization, numbers and an 
outward show of unity, these denominations have 
begun to wane in spiritual power. 


Again, Dr. Morrison is being blind to some of the 
realities of life. As much as he or anyone else might 
desire one great united Church, it is a practical im- 
possibility from a social standpoint, if from no other. 
Let the reader take any town with which he is ac- 
quainted and envision that town with only one 
church group represented there. It is simply a fact 
that people of different social, educational, emo- 
tional and other outlooks do not care to belong to 
the same Church. In these divisions there is no an- 
tipathy one for the other; but, try to force all groups 
into one mould and trouble will result. More than 
that, great loss to Christian witness is sure. There is 
also the fact that these different churches and de- 
nominations offer chances for the development of 
many more people in various avenues of Christian 
service, 


Dr. Morrison’s statements are so extreme that 
they do not merit the dissection of their in- 
accuracies to which they so easily lend themselves. 
In the last analysis, the power of the Church of 
Jesus Christ has no relationship to human organiza- 
tion, for its power is found in the indwelling and 
the motivation of the Holy Spirit. It is this unity in 
the Spirit which is the ecumenicity which counts 
and this ecumenical movement is already abroad 
across our land and across the world; a oneness in 
faith in the essential doctrines of Christianity which 
passes all barriers of denomination or race. 


The Church will find restored power and the 
ability to meet the problems of a desperately fearful, 
perplexed and needy world when it again realizes 
that its primary duty is to witness to the great doc- 
trines so clearly taught in the Bible and so carefully 
ignored by so many today. 


We believe that some have forgotten (or have 
never known) that it is: “Not by might (organiza- 
tion), nor by power (numbers), but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” —L.N.B. 


“Put Off Thy Shoes” 
( Exodus 3:5 ) 


Any place where God manifests His presence is a 
Holy Place. The House of God is a holy place for 
there He meets with His people. We should “put off 
our shoes” when we come into His House. 


1. Our Play Shoes. Worship is not a pastime, but 
the most important business of our lives. The spirit 
of carelessness, indifference, levity, ill becomes those 
who come into the presence of the Supreme Ruler of 
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the universe. Until we learn to worship we can nev- 
er live for His glory, or serve in an acceptable man- 
ner. So many people seem to think that they can 
worship just any time, or in any way they choose; 
if there is nothing more important to do, or nothing 
else to do. 


2. Our Work Shoes. The House of God is not 
the place to bring our everyday business. We are to 
work six days; we are to put off our work on the 
Lord’s Day. Usually we literaly “put off” our work 
shoes and put on our “Sunday shoes” when we come 
to church, but do we put off our business worries, 
and plans, and thoughts? Does the farmer have his 
farm on his mind, or the storekeeper his place of 
business? God has wisely given us one day in seven 
in which we can get away from these cares and bur- 
dens. The man who “puts off” his work shoes on 
the Sabbath can work better on Monday. 


3. Our Soiled Shoes. The paths we walk in this 
world are full of sin. Sometimes these sins get in- 
side. We must put them off if we are to worship 
aright. It may be the sin of pride and self-righteous- 
ness. The publican “put off” his sins, crying, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner’; the Pharisee kept his 
shoes of pride and self-righteousness. It may be the 
sin of unforgiveness. Jesus warns us to put off this 
befcre we try to worship. It may be some secret, 
hidden sin. It may be the sin of unbelief. What 
can be more of a mockery in worship than a preach- 
er in the pulpit who does not believe what he 
preaches, and those in the pew who have no faith? 
He that comes to God, must believe. 


By sincere repentance, let us take off our shoes, 
for this is holy ground. We worship a Holy God. 
—J.K.P. 


The Hope Of 
Eternity 


Decrying an “other worldliness” on the part of 
some. the Church has, in our time, only too often 
switched its emphasis to the things of this world. 
With this change in emphasis there has come a 
change in the message, both from the pulpit and in 
the printed page. 


’ 


A certain minister, speaking of his brother, an- 
other prominent preacher, is reported to have said: 
“The difference between and myself is this— 
he is trying to make people happy in this world, I 
am trying to prepare them for eternity.” Knowing 
both of these men and something of the work they 
are doing, we can say that this is absolutely true, 
and it is true throughout the length and breadth of 
the churches of America. 


One may pour out his life in trying to make this 
world a better place in which to live—abolish pov- 
erty, do away with haunting fear and insecurity, 
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eliminate racial and group prejudices, secure cheaper 
and better medical and hospital care, put the Com- 
munity Chest over the top and dozens of other en- 
tirely worthy and worthwhile projects and still leave 
the people under his influence eternally lost and 
without any future hope. 


We recently heard of two young ministers, one of 
whom stated that he did not believe in the doctrine 
of hell, while the other said he did not believe in a 
personal devil. We do not think such unbelief is con- 
fined to these two; we just happened to hear of 
them. We would like to ask them this question: 
What did Jesus Christ come into this world to do? 
From what and to what has He saved us! 


We have a rather clear idea of what the answer 
would be. But, it is not the answer to be found in 
the Word of God. The Lord Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of God, came into this world because of 
the utter sinfulness and depravity of the human 
heart and the absolute certainty of eternal punish- 
ment of the wicked. He came because there is no 
other way of salvation than through faith in His 
shed blood, a token of His atoning work; and He 
came to save us for eternity. 


With all humility we would say that we do not 
believe God has ever poured out His blessings and 
His mercies on anyone more than on the writer. We 
have had a grand and a glorious time in this world; 
each day there are so many things to rejoice in, so 
many things to enjoy, that there is not time or room 
for them all. But, these things cannot be mentioned 
in the same breath with the tuture which we know 
we have—an eternity to enjoy Him and the things 
which He has prepared for those who love Him. 
‘Lhings which the human eye has never seen, which 
the human ear has never heard described and which 
even our imaginations cannot conjure up. 


Christians are the salt of the earth, the light ot 
the world, and as such they owe it to their profes- 
sion, to the Author of their salvation, to do their 
share in making the world a happier and a better 
place in which to live. 


But, we are but temporary residents of this world 
and our Saviour never intended that we should try 
to settle down as permanent citizens. Our citizen- 
ship is above and we should prove it by the life we 
live here. 


“When the roll is called up yonder, 
We'll be filled with joy and wonder 
To behold that blood-bought number. 


Some from every tribe and nation will be there.” 


We are having a grand time down here—we love 
our professional work—we get excited as the next at 
watching the thrills of a close game—we rejoice in 
the beauties of the mountains and the splendours of 
nature (and God has been good in letting us see 
much of His handiwork all around the world). 
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But, all of these things will some day disappear. 
\ The things which we look at and feel and taste will 
pass away; it is the things we see now only with the 
eyes of faith which are eternal. 


The Christian should be the best citizen in the 
world—but his hope is found in eternity. 


—L.N.B. 


They Are Not 
Above It 


It is increasingly common to read of prominent 
individuals who participate in some secular task— 
dedication of buildings and parks for instance on 
the Sabbath. It is equally common to read of labor 
union meetings on the Lord’s Day; of conventions 
and other meetings secular in nature. European 
elections (except in England) are held on Sunday. 
Our own authorities scheduled elections in Korea 
until the Korean Christians rose up in vigorous pro- 
test and the elections were changed to a week-day. 


The point we wish to make is that no individual 
(and some of the men we have in mind are people 
that we greatly admire personally), no person is 
above the requirements and the obligations of the 
Lord’s Day. One may devote the day to secular pur- 
suits, but when he, or she, does so they are going 
against a fixed law of God, a law ordained at the 
very begining of the world. 


_ The desecration of the Lord’s Day is a symptom 
of a moral and spiritual disease which, if unchecked, 
ends in eternal loss to the individual and to the 
nation. 


One may defy the law of gravitation—but it 
costs. 


One may secularize the Sabbath—but at what a 
price! 


No man, no organization and no nation can defy 
God’s law without tragic results: because none of 
us is above it. —L.N.B. 


“Christ Is Preached: 
Therein I Rejoice - Yea 
And Will Rejoice” 
PHIL. I. 18 
A Reply To Dr. Young’s Letter 
Gerald Heard said: “Newton banished God from 
nature, Darwin banished Him from life; and now 


Freud has banished Him from His last stronghold, 
the soul.” As the writer has pointed out in a re- 


cent editorial, much of this banishment of God is . 


passed on into current ecclesiastical thinking by the 
effort to place most of God’s work in salvation under 
the objectionable term myth. 


Over against this effort to banish God from our 
thinking, one can commend that in W. Herrmann in 
which he recognized the Spiritual work of God giv- 
ing a gracious renewal to the sinner’s soul—while at 
the same time he may well take exception to the 
Ritschlianism in Herrmann as definitely as does 
James Orr in his book, The Ritschlian Theology. 


Moreover, when one finds a turn towards the ac- 
ceptance not only of the Spiritual acts of God in 
man’s regeneration, but as well of the historical acts 
of God in Christ one rejoices therein. Many of God's 
people rejoiced when Karl Barth preached to the 
Amsterdam Assembly of those “who have put their 
hope and trust exclusively in Christ Himslf, in His 
accomplished work of reconciliation on the Cross, in 
His Resurrection as the sign of the new age which 
in Him has already broken through, in His Holy 
Spirit whereby He comforts His tempted commun- 
ity” - - without thereby agreeing with Barth’s view 
of inspiration. Some of us have found valuable testi- 
mony in Oscar Cullmann’s Christus und die Zeit, 
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without thereby agreeing with his fling at catecheti- 
cal instruction. We are happy that after a period in 
which Christianity was almost decoded into Platonic 
ideas, C. H. Dodd and many of his disciples are mag- 
nifying the historic events of the Gospel as the 
mighty acts of God for our salvation, while at the 
same time we disagree with the realized eschatology 
of these British writers. 


In the field of science or what Kant called “pure 
reason” there is too much effort to forget the Lord- 
ship of Christ and to set up an autonomous science. 
Against this evil the Westminster Theologians, espe- 
cially Van Til and Young, have done yoeman service, 
in insisting that th. Christian begin his thinking with 
tie biblical, Christian theistic position—the Triune 
God who is all-sufficient for Himself and all-suf- 
ficient for His people. It has sometimes seemed to 
the writer that this has been presented as a closed 
system, glorious for the believer, but without suf- 
ficient evangelistic impact for the unbeliever. Nev- 
ertheless, I rejoice in the Westminster testimony that 
God is Lord in Science as a part of the obligation laid 
upon us to bring every thought into captivity to 
Christ, that He may be Lord over all. “Of HIM are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who is made unto us from God 
wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and re- 
demption, that according as it is written, He that 
clorieth, let him glory in the LORD.” —Wm.CR. 
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Christianity And 
Commentary 


In late October this year a peculiar situation de- 
veloped. Certain nieces and nephews of a deceased 
gentleman in Iowa, attempted to break his will. 
TEME makes report on the matter, October 22nd. 
The bequest of the income from $75,000.00 was 
made “to persons who believe in the fundamental 
principles of the Christian Religion, and in the Bible, 
and who are endeavoring to promulgate same.” One 
cannot help wondering that the legitimate heirs could 
not qualify as recipients: but all the facts may not 
be indicated. Also the wording of the will is most 
unfortunate: what a pity that those who make be- 
quests do not secure proper aid so that their true de- 
sires may be effected! At any rate, the heirs appar- 
ently agreed with the Court in interpreting the will 
as referring to Christian persons. But the contestants 
claimed that “there is no common agreement as to 
what constitutes the fundamentals of Christianity.” 
Now isn’t it a sad commentary on Christianity that 
a statement like this could ever be made! 


The matter grows sadder when we learn that cer- 
tain preachers and a college professor testified that 
“a Christian can be defined as one who believes in 
the Apostles’ Crecd, e.g. the Trinity and the Divinity 
of Christ.” Yet s-dd-r: the Roman Catholic priest 
called in, warned that the Church only can say. And 
sadder still: the local First Methodist Church pastor 
said that many things in the creed are unacceptable 
to many Christians; and regarding the Virgin Birth 
he advises: “Pay your moncy and take your choice”! 
More lugubriousness: the Unitarian preacher said 
that theologians are in “complete disagreement re- 
garding Christianity’s fundament.! principles.” Ad- 


ditional grief: two Lutheran, one Baptist, and one 
Episcopalian, — all ministers, “made the confusion 


worse.” And saddest of all for final melancholia: 
the plaintiff's witnesses said that a Christian might 
believe almost anything, or nothing! 


From this distance it appears that the deceased 
meant historic Biblical Christianity as the basis for 
qualification as recipients of the bequest. That 
would mean accepting the Bible as true throughout, 
with its cardinal data, as believed by all thoroughly 
evangclical Christians. How tragic that there should 
be no common agreement among Christians in such 
paramount matters. How tragic again that those who 
are supposed to be experts here, cannot see eye to 
eye. And how triply tragic that the world should 
have to witness such confusion regarding the only 
solution of its otherwise fatal ills! 


We believe with all our heart that the Lord Jesus 
Christ won a victory on Calvary. And that means 
that the multitude of those who are finally saved will 
be no sad minority. But it is not for us to trim the 
Gospel down to a least common denominator in 
order to include numbers and to make a showing 
before the world. Error is made when the Christian 
blanket is stretched to include horses of another, and 
of every, color. Our only touchstone and guide is 
the Bible. Therein alone is found what it takes to 
make a Christian; and no mortal man has the right 
to change or to minimize the terms. God will deal— 
and justly, with the man who believes less than Scrip- 
ture indicates plainly on its face as being the cardinal 
elements of Christianity. An incident like this one 
should be incentive enough for every minister to re- 
view the content of Christianity and to preach a ser- 
mon on the subject: “What is a Christian?” 

—R.FG. 
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LETTERS 


(Continued from Page 2) 


While he never used the word 
“tithe” he certainly approved of 
tithing by inference. In I Cor. 
9:7-14, showing that it is the duty 
of Christians to support those who 
give all of their time to Christian 
work, he says: “Say I these things 
as a man? or saith not the law the 
same also? For it is written in the 
law of Moses ... for our sakes, no 
doubt, this is written.” Read all 
these verses and you will see that 
he applies the principle of the 
tithe to the Christian Church. 


You will find further admoni- 
tion on giving in II Cor. 8, also 


1 Cor. 16:1-3. 


Failure of some particular 
writer in the Bible to mention 
some certain doctrine never in- 


validates that doctrine or truth 
provided it is plainly taught else- 
where. Paul does not mention the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord but that 
in no way is an argument against 
this clearly taught fact. 

My plea to those who are un- 
certain about tithing: Give it a try 
and see the joy that comes from it, 
and also the spiritual and material 
blessings which follow. “O taste 
and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in 
him,” applies in tithing as in every- 
thing else. 

With cordial best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 


LNB-V L.N.B. 


Vatican Appointment 
Sir: 

Many Protestant and other non- 
Roman Catholic Americans are 
unduly alarmed over the proposal 


of the President of these United 
States to establish formal diplo- 
matic relations with the State of 
Vatican City. It is a traditional 
prerogative of any citizen of our 
country to express himself freely 
on governmental matters but 
surely he should do so judicious- 
ly with a sense of responsibility, 
and only after a calm, careful 
consideration of the facts. What 
are the facts regarding this case 
now under consideration? 


First, Vatican City is a sover- 
eign state, and a very influential 
one. The size of a state is not a 
determining factor in its recognl- 
tion by our government; we send 
official representatives to many 
minuscule countries as well as to 
vast sprawling empires. 


Second, the mere fact that the 
temporal ruler of Vatican City 1s 
also the spiritual head of the Ro- 
man Catholic church is not a 
necessary hindrance to our recog- 
nition. We send an ambassador 
to the court of Great Britain, 
whose king is also by law the su- 
peme head of the church of Eng- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


5 

3 

| 


> 


The Pure Church And 
The True Church 


“Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it; 
that having cleansed it by the washing of water, He 
might sanctify it with the Word and present the 
Church unto Himself a glorious Church not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.” 

Here the Apostle gives us an inspired account of 
Christ’s dealings with the Church. 
the sanctifying work of the Lord is a process which 
will issue at His returning in the glorious pure 
Church which the Lord will present unto Himself. 
But ere that blessed hope arrive we need not expect 
an absolutely pure Church. 

Yes, we must strive for her purity, but we ought 
not to reject her as our spiritual mother (Gal. 4:26) 
because she is only in process of being purified. 
After writing vigorously on the spiritual life in the 
early Church, Schaff adds: “The drvim of the spot- 
less purity and perfection of the apostolic church 
finds no support in the apostolic writings except as 
an ideal which is constantly held up before our 
vision to stimulate our energies.” 

Writing on the Unity of the Church in his Re- 
formed Dogmatics, A. Lecerf of Paris insists that this 
unity can Only be maintained in the Presbyterian 
discipline by the exercise of that humility which 
recognizes both the distress of the actual Church and 
the misery of the individual Christian man. Neither 
Church nor believer is perfect—even the Apostle 
said I have not yet attained neither am yet made 
perfect—I press on! 


In this account, 


Thus, the Scottish divines properly distinguish the 
true Church from the pure Church. It is our duty 
to hold to the true Church despite her imperfections, 
and to labor to remove these blemishes. 

The true Church exists where the Word is preached 
from its great theme, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
sacraments administered in their fundamental in- 


tegrity. 
This is not, however, a quietistic doctrine. The 


true Church is the Church Militant—mightily striv- 


ing for the perfection her Lord has placed before 
her. He has counted us faithful putting us into His 
own shock troops with which He fights and conquers. 
He bids us take unto ourselves the whole armor of 
God that we may stand. Stand fast, therefore, quit 
you like men! Christ sanctifies the Church with the 
Word, and the offensive armor for the Christian is 
the sword of the Spirit—the Word of God. 

You will remember in Pilgrim’s Progress that 
Apollyon had so pressed Christian that he despaired 
of life. But as God would have it, while Apollyon 
was fetching his last blow. whereby to make a full 
end of this good man, Christian nimbly reached out 
his hand for his sword and caught it, saying, “Re- 
joice not against me, O mine enemy! when I fall I 
shall arise:” and with that gave him such a deadly 
thrust that Apollyon spred forth his dragon's wings 
and sped away. 

May we each one, ministers of the Word, elders, 
deacons, Bible teachers, young peoples’ leaders take 
anew the sword of the Spirit and strike with the 
Word, and God will yet again glorify His Christ in 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States! 

—Wm.CR. 


land; we formerly sent an am-_ ment. 


More: ver, 


was and is an ordained minister 


it has been is! 
of our church. Yet no opposition 


bassador to the Japanese court, 
whose emperor was supposedly of 
divine origin and a center of re- 
ligious veneration; we send now 
an ambassador to the Soviet gov- 
ernment, which is officially “god- 
less” (a kind of negative church- 
state!). Our ambassador to Vati- 
can City would be accredited not 
to the spiritual leader of Roman 
Catholicism but to the temporal 
sovereign of the state. 


Third, before the War Between 
the States we had diplomatic re- 
lations with the old papal states 
until they were absorbed by the 
new kingdom of Italy. Now that 
a papal state again exists we have 
ample historic precedent within 
our own immediate past to re- 
—— an embassy at the Vat- 

n. 


Fourth, other Protestant, neu- 
tral, or pagan states have embas- 
sies at the Vatican, without there- 
by feeling endangered. 


Fifth, the government of the 
Vatican is one of the few remain- 
Ing governments on earth left 
untainted by Communism, indeed 
one is almost tempted to lament 
that it is the only such govern- 
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aware of the danger of Commun- 
ism ever since the publication of 
Karl Marx’s Capital in 1848. As 
early as 1854 the papal court con- 
demned the phenomenon: it was 
never deluded about the true na- 
ture of Communism as so many ot 
= Western governments have 
een. 


Sixth, the sending of an Ameri- 
can ambassador to the State of 
Vatican City has absolutely no 
relation to the issue of separation 
of church and state: by that ac- 
tion no step will have been taken 
by our Congress respecting the 
establishment of any religion; it 
will be simply the diplomatic 
recognition by our government of 
another sovereign country—that 
and nothing else. 


Those are the facts and the 
only facts in this case; the rest is 
heat, not light. However, it may 
be well to call attention to a 
significant matter, namely, that it 
ill becomes Presbyterians espec- 
ially Southern Presbyterians, to 
object to an ambassador to Vati- 
can City. For the last American 
ambassador to Nationalist China 


was raised concerning the ap- 
rvintment either by Protestants, 
Dissenters, Roman Catholics, 
Jews, or secularists. In this coun- 
try we have had one President 
and many Governors who were 
ministers of certain denomina- 
tions, but no one has thought of 
their election as violating the 
separation of church and state. 
We have Federally-paid military 
chaplains and civilian chaplains 
of Congress, yet no one considers 
that as action respecting the 
establishment of any religion. It 
remains, however, that all these 
details mentioned in this para- 
graph are much closer to a viola- 
tion of our Constitution than 
would be the diplomatic recogni- 
tion of the State of Vatican City. 


ALLEN CABANISS 
Department of History 
UNIVERSITY, Miss. 


@ The above letter does not state 
the position on this matter taken 
by THE JCURNAL. For the re- 
action of THE JOURNAL see the 
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Surrendered 
Minds 


Until we have surrendered our intellects to our 
Lord we have not made a complete surrender. 


The surrendered life implies the surrendering of 
our time, our talents, our money and our wills to 
Jesus Christ, and such a surrender helps put us in 
the way of greater service for our Master. But, if 
there is a mental reservation, an unwillingness to 
surrender our minds to Christ, we are coming short 
of complete surrender and of complete usefulness. 


In fact, we are constrained to believe that this is 
the hardest, the most important and the least often 
surrendered part of our lives. 


To surrender the intellect is hard, because pride 
and the natural man resent its implications. We all 
have heard men say: “I might be intellectually 
honest,” or, ‘I cannot stultify myself by agreeing to 
accept things I cannot believe,” or, “Science has 
proven much in the Bible to be untrue and | must 
accept the findings of science,” or, ‘““The assured 
findings of modern scholarship do not permit me to 
believe certain parts of the Bible.” 


The desire to be intellectually honest, scientific 
and scholarly is in itself a natural and a worthy one. 
But, so often such a position stems from both pride 
and stubbornness. In fact, pride of intellect is one of 
the greatest barriers to spiritual perception, and 
until a man is willing to say to God, “I will sur- 
render my intellect and a// that | have,” he is not in 
a position to receive the richest and deepest in spir- 
itual blessings. If we reserve our minds, resolving 
that we will decide for ourselves what we will be- 


lieve and what we will reject we have failed to go 


all the way with the Lord. 


One of the great difficulties of our time is that 
both the subtle and the open attacks on the Word of 
God no longer come from the infidel but from 
within the Christian Church, and young people are 
faced with denials they only too often are un- 
prepared to cope with. They feel that they are 
forced to give to Christ an allegiance with mental 
reservations. At best this brings a sense of un- 
certainty and often frustration. 


We recently heard a man who is being greatly 
used on the university campuses of America say 
that some years ago he was disturbed by attacks on 
the Bible and by parts he could neither understand 
or which seemed contradictory. He got down on his 
knees and poured out his soul to God in prayer, 
offering his mind, his misconceptions, his prejudices, 
and his lack of understanding completely to God. 
He said that there came an assurance in his heart 
that all of God’s Word is true. From that day he 
began preaching with a power which has brought 
thousands to faith in Jesus Christ. 


Too many of our opinions, conceptions and pre- 
judices come from the teaching of men who have 
never surrendered their minds to God who have 
approached the Word of God with the critical and 
cynical mind of the world, sitting in judgment on 
the Bible instead of letting it judge them. 


With all our heart we believe that the man who 
is willing to surrender his intellect completely to 
God will have the testimony in his heart that God’s 
Word is true. 


There probably is no greater need in our time. | 


—L.N.B. 


LETTERS 


(Continued from Page 7) 


October 31 issue, “American Prin- 
ciples Have Been Violated.” 


—Ed. 


Extracts from letter from Joe 
B. Hopper, written from Chunju, 
Korea, November 4, and received 
in Montreat on November 12, 


1951, 


“So many things happen every 
day it is pretty hard to cover 
everything. Life certainly is far 
from dull at the moment. I led 
chapel at the Bible School on 
Wednesday morning, and at the 
Girls’ School on Friday morning, 
preached this morning at Tong- 
puk Church, about 300 people 
present, had dinner with the pas- 
and elders afterward, here in 
town, and also spoke at the Y. P. 


there afterward. Mr. Linton and I 
went last Monday to the local 
ministers’ meeting and they called 
on me for the devotional there, so 
you see they are putting me in 
deep water right to start with. 


“On Tuesday afternoon I went 
down past Kum-goo and visited 
briefly a little Church we had 
helped to start about two years 
ago. It is the place where ‘Lena- 
bill,’ former jeep, broke up the 
service by rolling off the hilltop 
while I was preaching. Found the 
Church in good condition and 
many of the church people saw 
my jeep rolling down the same 
hill and came running in from the 
surrounding rice fields (where 
they are cutting rice) to greet me. 
I also checked on the report we 
had already received that morning 
of what took place in Wun-phung, 
about five lee from where I was 
(twenty-five miles from here). 
Saturday night the Red came in 
there and burned down the church 


and manse and carried off the 
evangelist as a captive. Mr. Lee 
Cha Lk was down there a couple 
of days ago and says the evan- 
gelist has not shown up yet. This 
sort of thing is going on all 
around the mountain sections. 


‘“‘We are having a good mission 
meeting. Still have to finish up 
the budget tomorrow. We are 
spending the full budget and need 
more. Our work, as of the time of 
the war started in 1950, is going 
forward full tilt—a fact a lot of 
people may not realize in light of 
circumstances and the small num- 
ber of missionaries. Things are 
costing a lot more and exchange 
not. too good. 


“Spent one afternoon at a local 
refugee camp. It is impossible to 
describe the conditions under 
which these people are living. At 
one place there were 100 in one 
room and at another 200 in a 
room.”’ 
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Blake declared: 


the 


By Dr. William Childs Robinson 


to the graduating class of Princeton Theolo- 

gical Seminary in 1949 by Dr. Eugene Car- 
son Blake, then of Pasadena, Calif., now Stated Clerk 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. A. 


In that address Dr. Blake urged, among other 
things, the strengthening of the Church by a high 
doctrine of Church Government. At that time, Dr. 


f HE above is the title of an address delivered 


When you become a Presbyterian minister, 
you are a man under authority as much as a 
Roman priest is under authority when he is 
ordained .. . and the authority over the min- 
ister is the presbytery .. . our doctrine of the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit is that God speaks 
(in part at least) through the Presbytery and 
through the General Assembly. 

—Excerpts from Princeton Seminary 

Bulletin, Summer, 1949, p. 9. 


Apparently, this effort to tighten the reins of Pres- 
byterian polity has met with the general or ma- 
jority approval of the USA Church. For, after enun- 
ciating this platform, Dr. Blake was elected Stated 
Clerk of their Assembly. In his inaugural address as 
Stated Clerk, published in the Presbyterian Life, Oc- 
tober 27, 1952, Dr. Blake sets forth even stronger 
positions than those in his earlier address, under the 
title, “Freedom and Authority in Church and State.” 


These two articles are much more significant for 
the future trend in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
A. than is the gracious letter of Moderator Harrison 
Ray Anderson to our assembly of 1951—because the 
moderator is a yearly office, the stated clerk a per- 
manent one, the Moderator has the honor, the Stated 
Clerk the power. 


Those who want to know the direction that the 
largest Presbyterian body is taking cannot neglect 
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Decatur, Ga. 


these two addresses by Dr. Blake. And if the U. S. 
A. Church takes in both the U. S. and the U. P. 
Church, our numbers will not be sufficient to divert 
the Presbyterian ship which Dr. Blake is steering 

. unless we write a different chart into the plan 
of Union. 


F course, a distinguished man of Dr. Blake's 
() ability has expressed himself well and said many 

good things in these articles. He has, in our 
opinion, however, set forth a conception of Pres- 
byterianism which is different from that found in 
our Westminster Confession and in our Southern 
Presbyterian Book of Church Order. It is our pur- 


pose to set forth these opposing positions, with the 


prayer that at least our Southern Presbyterian Church 
will insist on the principles now found in our Book. 


In asking for a strengthening of the U. S. A. 
Church Government, one ought to remember that 
under the administration of Dr. Blake’s predecessors 
a very high doctrine of ecclesiastical authority was 
set forth and enforced by the Northern Assemblies 
of 1934-36. Under the Mudge-Pugh Stated Clerk- 
ship, the 1934 Assembly put the word of the Church 
on a level with the WORD of the Lord, thus: 


A church member or an individual church 
that will not give to promote the officially 
authorized missionary program of the Pres- 
byterian Church is in exactly the same : 
tion with reference to the Constitution of the 
Church as a church member or an individual 
Church that would refuse to take part in the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 


Under this law of the General Assembly, without any 
allegation that he had violated any Scripture, Dr. J. 
Gresham Machen was deposed from the U. S. A. 
ministry and suspended from the Lord’s Supper. And 
Dr. Blake wants this power of the Assembly further 
increased! 


f 
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On page 10 of the Presbyterian Life, Dr. Blake 
specifically makes the vote of the majority the law 
for the individual Presbyterian. Thus, he writes: 


Others know better but refuse to believe that 
they may be wrong, which by Presbyterian 
definition you are when you are in the min- 
ority against the considered and prayerful de- 
cision of your brethren. 


This means that Dr. Thornwell was wrong in 1861 
-ecause he was in the minority; but it also means 
that Dr. Charles Hodge was wrong in 1861 because 
he voted and protested against the majority in that 
Assembly. It means that Dr. S. B. McPheeters of 
St. Louis, Mo., and Dr. Stuart Robinson of Louis- 
ville and Dr. Van Dyke of New York were wrong 
in 1866 because they were in the minority. But 
where one reads the history of the Presbyterian 
Church and the Federal Union from 1861 to 1869 
under. the light of genuine objectivity as one may 
do in Vander Velte’s volume published in the Har- 
vard Historical Series, he finds that the two charac- 
ters which best exhibited the mellow light of Christ- 
likeness in the Presbyterian Church of that period 
were two of these minority men, namely, Charles C. 
Hodge and S. B. McPheeters. 


ND when Dr. Blake’s address is described as 

“our Protestant heritage” one wonders whether 

it is forgotten that the stand which gave rise to 
the name Protestant was the stand of a minority 
against a majority in the Diet of the Holy Roman 
Empire held at Spires in 1529. 


The doctrine of the majority rule enunciated in 
Dr. Blake’s inaugural address is that set forth by 
Principal Wm. Robinson, the leader of the Scottish 
Moderates, in their Assembly of 1752. At that time, 
the “circumtabular” machine ordered the Presbytery 
of Dumferline to install Mr. Andrew Richardson as 
minister to the parish of Inverkeithing because the 
patron had chosen him, and despite the objection 
of the parishioners. 


Dr. Thomas Gillespie declared that for him to obey 
this law of the Assembly would be to sin. Never- 
theless, he was ordered to proceed and subordinate 
his conscience to the dictates of the higher court. 
He refused and was deposed from the ministry for 
contumacy. Now the man who led the Scottish 
evangelicals against this policy of the moderate ma- 
jorities, was no less than Dr. John Witherspoon, 
later president of Princeton. In order to protect the 
consciences of such men as Gillespie, Boston and Er- 
skine against the rule of majorities, Dr. Witherspoon, 
wrote into the Preliminary Principles of American 
Presbyterianism this: 


That all Church power, whether exercised by 
body in general, or in the way of representa- 
tion by delegated authority, is only ministerial 
and declarative; that is to say, that the Holy 
Scriptures are the only rule of faith and man- 
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ners; that no Church judicatory ought to pre- 
tend to make laws to bind the conscience in vir- 
tue of its own authority. 


(What would Dr. Witherspoon say of the Gurley 
ipso facto resolutions passed by the majority in the 
U.S. A. Assembly of 1866 or of the Pugh Studies of 
the Constitution adopted by the majority of the U. §, 
A. Assembly of 1934? ) 


In his Reformed Dogmatics, Professor A. Lecerf 
of Paris insists that while Rome is concerned only 
with church order, and “liberalism” only with the 
freedom of the individual conscience, the Reformed 
or Presbyterian discipline recognizes both. But the 
making of the majority decisions and laws to bind 
the conscience of the minority does not do this. 
“Slavery to Christ alone, is the true and only free- 
dom of the human soul.” (Peck) 


Our Southern Presbyterian Book of Church Order 
specifically states that Christ is the only lawgiver im 
Zion, that the exercise of Church power has the di- 
vine sanction only when in conformity with the sta- 
tutes enacted by Christ the lawgiver, and that nothing 
ought to be considered by any court as an offense, or 
admitted as a matter of accusation, which cannot be 
proved to be such from Scripture, as interpreted im 
these standards. 


GAIN, Dr. Blake in his inaugural address sets 
forth the authority of the courts in an even 
more absolute fashion than in his address to 
the Princeton graduates. Thus on page 38 of the 
Presbyterian Life he says: 


Yes, I boldly speak our faith: the Holy Spirit 
speaks through the actions and decisions of a 
Presbytery. 


If one wished to be captious he might ask, how then 
can a General Assembly reverse the action of a Pres- 
bytery? How can there be appellate courts? How 
can a later court differ from an earlier one? 


More fundamentally, we find a very different 


doctrine from that enunciated by Dr. Blake in the 


Confession of Faith. This document professed by 
the U. S. A. as well as the U. S. Church says: 


Synods and councils since the Apostles’ times, 
whether general or particular, may err, and 
many have erred; therefore they are not to be 
made the rule of faith or practice, but to be 
used as a help in both. a 


On the other hand, the Confession sets forth its 


rule of faith in these words: 
Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the 
Word of God written, are now contained all 
the books of the Old and New Testament... 
all of which are given by inspiration of God. 
to be the rule of faith and life. — 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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YOUR DID BRING JOY 
To 700 Homes of Retired Ministers — 


Below Are Quotations From “Thank You” Letters 


“The check was much more than money 
for me. It was a hand across the miles 


which I needed.” 


“Your generous check has warmed us, 
and it will continue to warm us because 


with it | am putting in our winter coal.” 


“It will be necessary for me to be in the 
hospital for some time, but I trust that 


eventually I can walk again. Thank you and 
my dear Church.” 


“A Christmas offering like the Joy Gift 
which lasts throughout so many months is 


surely one worthwhile.” 


“Through blinding tears I thanked God 
for the check because from Him all bless- 


ings flow.” 


‘*T live alone and as economically as I can. 
I do most of my own work ... I have just 


passed my eighty-first birthday.” 


“When the Joy Gift check came, it really 
seemed as if Heaven itself had opened up 
just above us. From the depths of our 


hearts we send thanks.” 


“The checks are always a God-send and 
have helped me to meet so many emergen- 
cies which seem to be a necessary con- 
comitant of growing old.” 


What Will They Say Next Year? 
It Depends Upon the Measure of Our Giving. 


(rive Generously That These Aged Servants 
of the Church May Have the 
Necessities of Life. 


OS™" 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 
Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary — Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 
122 South Fourth Street, Room 410, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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(Continued from Page 11) 
And: 


The Supreme Judge, by whom all controver- 
sies of religion are to be determined, and all 
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient 
writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, 
are to be examined, and in whose sentence we 
are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit 
speaking in the Scripture. 


Finally, after setting forth the doctrine that the 
Stated Clerk 


Has more ecclesiastical power than any other 
in the Church. 


Dr. Blake asserts: 


The office into which I am installed tonight 
is important only as it reflects the authority 
and prestige of the General Assembly, whose 
servent the Stated Clerk is. 


Presbyterian Life, p. 10a 


N distinction from this address the magnifying 
the power of the Stated Clerk and the authority 
and prestige of the General Assembly one might 


read the sermon preached by Dr. B. M. Palmer to the 
first Southern General Assembly in 1861. In the 
first place Dr. Palmer preached a Gospel sermon ex- 
pounding the Scriptural text Eph. 1:22—he did not 
merely deliver an able address. Then in this sermon 
Palmer magnified not the prestige and authority of 
the General Assembly, but the power, the glory, and 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour, the 
only Head and King, the sole Lawgiver of His body 
the Church . . . whose witness Moderator Palmer 
was. From which emphasis will Presbyterianism 
take her bearings? 


Modern psychology is recognizing the will to 
power as one perversion wrought in our hearts by 
sin. To guard against the misuse of this power, 
whether by majority or minority, Peter exhorts the 
elders to exercise their offices not as lords over 
God’s heritage, but as ensamples to the flock. | 
Peter 5:3. Amd Paul says we preach not ourselves 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves your servants 
for Christ's sake. II Cor. 4:5. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 9 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Charge The People 


Scripture: Deuteronomy 29 - 34. Devotional 
Reading: Deuteronomy 30:11-20. 


The last words of great and good men are to be treasured, and if the man be a statesman like Moses, his 
charge to his people is most sacred and important. Many such men in the Bible left last messages: Joshua and 
Samuel called the nation together for their last words, and Paul wrote his to young Timothy. The whole book 
of Deuteronomy is a review of history and law, and the key word seems to be “Remember” or “Forget not.” 
Nations, like individuals, often have very short memories. Each generation seems to have to learn the “hard 


way, by experience, without remembering what 
their forefathers had learned. 


In the last chapter of Deuteronomy we have this 
charge of Moses summarized and cast in different 
forms in order that it might be the more impressive, 
and more easily remembered. 


In chapter 28 there is set before Israel in a telling 
and dramatic manner the Blessings of Obedience, and 
the Curses for Disobedience. 


I. The Covenant in Moab: 29 


God made a covenant with Israel at Sinai and now, 
some forty years later, He makes another covenant 
with them in the plains of Moab where Moses had 
been speaking to them, reviewing their history, the 
Law, and God’s gracious dealings with them. He 
first reminds them of Jehovah's wonderful care for 
His people, as He fed them, preserved their clothing, 
and gave them victory over their enemies. Then, in 
a most solemn manner, he tells them of the dangers 
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of idolatry and the curse that this will assuredly bring 
upon them. As we know, this curse came when they 
persisted in serving other gods and were oppressed 
by the heathen nations in Canaan during the time 
of the Judges, and afterwards were taken captive by 
Assyria and Babylon. There is much of prophecy, 
as well as warning and exhortation, in these words 
of their great leader. 


The condition of this covenant was obedience, as 
in the covenant at Sinai. Disobedience, especially 
in the worshipping of idols, would certainly bring 
punishment and ruin upon them. 


Il. Mercy promised for the penitent: 30 


If in the midst of their captivity they return unto 
the Lord, He will show mercy upon them, and “make 
thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and 
in the fruit of thy land, for good.” 
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Verses 11-20 are especially beautiful and need to 
be studied and remembered They are applicable to 
Meus. “The Word is nigh thee” (see Romans 10:8). 
F If this could be said of Israel, how much more of us 
in America. Bibles are everywhere and we have no 
excuse. 


God is still setting before us life and good, death 
and evil, and He is still pleading, and commanding 
us to choose life; choose to love, obey, and cleave to 
Him. He is still pleading with us, Turn ye, turn ye, 
for why will ye die. Mercy is still held out to the 


penitent. 


Ill. Encouragement and Warning: 31 


Moses tells them plainly that he will not lead them 
into the promised land for the Lord had said, “Thou 
shalt not go over this Jordan.” But the Lord would 
go over before them and Joshua would lead them. 
Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be 
afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that 
doth go before thee: he will not fail thee, nor for- 


sake thee.” Would that our leaders today would com- 


mit the nation to God, and not be always “playing 
politics,” and planning all kinds of ways to keep 
some political Party in power. 


In a nation’s history no mere man is indispensable. 
Human leaders rise and fall, pass off the stage, and 
new ones take their places. If Moses was not es- 
sential to the success of Israel, then no man is essen- 
tial, for Moses was one of the world’s greatest men. 
If a nation will cleave to God, then all is well, but if 
they forsake Him, then ruin is certain, no matter how 
great their leaders may be. Death comes sooner or 
later to all earthly monarchs. 


If America forsakes God, then no earthly leader 
can rescue us from ruin. I am afraid we are con- 
stantly asking, whcre can we find a man, rather than 
seeking God and putting our trust in Him. 


In the latter part of this chapter there is a blend- 
ing of warning and prophecy, as he tells of their 
coming departure from the Lord and the punishment 
that will follow. Moses is commanded to write a 
Song as a witness against them. 


IV. The Song of Moses: 32 


_ One of the best ways of remembering some strik- 
ing event, or some important truth is to put it in the 
form of poetry A popular song will remain in the 
minds of men much longer than some mere statement 
of facts or beliefs. Someone has said, “let me write 
the songs of a nation, and I do not care who writes 
their theology.” 


In this Song of Moses we find many fundamental 
teachings which are important to remember. 


(1) The character and greatness of God: “He is 
the Rock, his work is ma owe for all his ways are. 
judgment: a God of truth, (faithfulness) and with- 
iniquity, just and right is he.” 
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(2) The corruption of mankind—a perverse and 
crooked generation. Sin has twisted the hearts and 
minds of men until it is impossible for the natural 
man to thing straight, or to act right. Our catechism 
speaks of the “corruption of his whole nature.” 


_ (3) God's goodness to Israel: “For the Lord's por- 
tion is his people: Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 
He found him in a desert land, and in the waste 
howling wilderness: he led him about, he instructed 
him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. As an eagle 
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spread- 
eth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on 
her wings: so the Lord did lead him - - - he made 
him ride on the high places of the earth.” Are not 
these words strongly and beautifully illustrative of 
the way God has protected and blessed us as a na- 
tion? 


(4) “But Jeshurum waxed fat” - - - “then he for- 
sook God.” They ebcame unmindful of the Rock and 
went after strange gods. How terrible and inexcus- 
able! America has “waxed fat.” Has she not also 
forsaken God and turned to the idols of pleasure, of 
dissipation, of greed and money-making? 


(5) Terrible punishment would come upon them 
on account of their sins.” They shall be burnt with 
hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and with 
bitter destruction.” The wages of sin is death, wheth- 
er it be a sinful man, or a sinful nation. 
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(6) The cause of all this: “For they are a nation 
void of counsel, neither is there any understanding 
in them. O that they were wise, that they under- 
stood this, that they would consider their latter end!” 
The great need of our beloved America is WISDOM, 
the Wisdom which comes down from above which 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty and 
without insincerety. Oh, that we had that kind, and 
not so much earthly, sensual, devilish folly, (which 
the world calls wisdom)! 

(7) “For the Lord shall judge his people”: this is 
certain for all. 

V. The Blessing of the Tribes: 33. 

Verses 26-29 are especially beautiful: “The eternal 
God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms.” A Christian man was on one of our big ocean 


liners during a terrific storm and someone said fear- 
fully, there is nothing between us and the bottom 
of the ocean but an inch or two of iron. The Chris- 
tian replied in the words of this verse, “Underneath 
are the everlasting arms.” In the storms which sweep 
over our souls let us remember these words. 


VI. The Death of Moses: 34 

We are familiar with the sin of Moses. (See Num- 
ber 20:11-13) He was not to have the honor and 
privilege of leading Israel into the Promised Land, 
but God graciously allowed him to see it before he 
died. 

So Moses died in the land of Moab, being 120 
years old, and he was buried in a valley in the land 
of Moab - - - but no man knoweth his sepulchre. 
“And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like un- 
to Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face”. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Steeple People 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 9 
Introduction 


Last week we considered together God’s Person to Person Call, how He calls us first to come unto Him, 
then to come out and be separate, to become the kind of person He wants us to be, and, finally, to come after 
Him and serve Him. This week we want to look into a very special kind of call. God chooses some people 
to come apart for special service in His Church. These, for the purpose of this article, we will call “Steeple 


People.” Before we consider what “Steeple People’’ 
do there are some things that we should get straight 
in our minds: 


First: In thinking of the work of the Church, 
many use the phrase: “Full-time Christian service.”’ 
However, all Christians, regardless of their profes- 
sion, should be consecrated to full-time service for 
the Lord. All are necessary members of the Body of 
Christ. “For as we have many members in one body, 
and all members have not the same office: So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another.” Romans 12:4,5. 


Second: Just as steeples raise their heads to the 
clouds, many consider God’s “Steeple People’ to be 
visionary dreamers, incapable of holding a position 
in. the business world, who go about with their 
heads in the coluds. They do see a vision, but it is a 
vision of reality, the reality of His kingdom. In 
bringing this reality to pass there is no time for day- 
dreaming; it takes practical down-to-earth hard 
work; it takes common sense, but even more, spir- 
itual wisdom, the wisdom that cometh from above. 


Third: Many consider that the only thing needed 
for work in God’s Church is a willingess to serve. 
In reality, the only foundation for the service of the 
Lord is a heart full of a consuming love for God 
and for others, a heart prepared by much prayer and 
the study of God’s Word. In addition to this, most 
Christian vocations require technical training in a 
university or seminary, followed by specialized 
training for certain fields. This training produces 
not only knowledge but discipline, the discipline so 
needed in Christian service. 
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Lastly: Another common error is that a person 
can choose for himself to serve the Lord in His 
Church. The minister is not one who has just chosen 
a good profession but one who is constrained by a 
definite call from God to fulfill a definite purpose. 
He should be like Paul in I Cor. 9:16: “For though 
I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for 
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if | 
preach not the gospel.”’ 

1. Ministers. “And he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ.” Eph. 4:11,12. 

You see in the above verses that all ministers are 
not alike. Some are particularly good in pastoral 
work, some are evangelists while others excel in 
teaching the Word. In what category does your 
minister fall? Think about it. You may decide he is 
a combination. However, while God gives ministers 
different gifts, He gives them all the same message: 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you ... for I delivered unto 
you first of all that which | also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures.” I Cor. 15:1-4. 

2. Missionaries. Missionaries, like ministers, have 
different gifts and are called to perform varying 
tasks, Some preach or teach, some are doctors or 
nurses, while others use their ability to manage bus- 
iness affairs on the mission field. Though they are 
different they are all following the same command: 
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Are We Reaching The Hearts And Minds Of People? 


a resurgent South—a host of moral 
and spiritual problems—what do we 
Presbyterians propose to do? 


MID-CENTURY CONVOCATION | 


Tuesday & Wednesday, December 4-5 
Union Theological Seminary — Richmond 27, Va. 


SPEAKERS 
John R. Cunningham Elbridge W. Palmer Virginius Dabney 
Arthur Fleming John S. Battle B. R. Lacy, Jr. 
J. R. McCain Stanley High W. Kerr Scott 


TUNE IN YOUR LOCAL ABC STATION 


“America’s Town Meeting of the Air” will broadcast a portion of the Convocation 


from Richmond at 9:00 P.M., E.S.T., Tuesday, December 4. 


“Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost.” Mat. 28:19. 
3. Organizatiénal Workers. Few of us realize 
many workers are required to transact the bus- 


iness of the Church on the local, sectional, state and. 


tational levels. In our Presbyterian Church, these 
four levels are the local Church, the Presbytery, the 
Synod, and the Assembly. In the local Church there 
are the Church Secretary and the Director of Re- 
ligious Education. On the sectional, state and na- 
tional levels hundreds of dedicated workers are re- 
quired to keep church affairs smoothly. To mention 
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a few of the Boards requiring trained workers: 


there are the General Council, World Missions, 
Church Extension, Education, Annuities and Relief, 


and Woman’s Work. Workers in these Boards and 
the various departments under them must all labor 


. with the same diligence “to show themselves ap- 


proved unto God.” 


4. Musicians. In this section we have the organist, 
pianist, and the choir director, While God has given 
them differing musical talents, they are all using 
them for the same praise: “Praise ye the Lord. 
Praise God in his sanctuary ... praise him with 
stringed instruments and organs.” Psalm 150. 
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